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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, ID 

SUBJECT: ISJ REPORT OF CHARGES OF 15,000 DEATHS AMONG 
INDONESIAN PRISONERS 

1 . INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS (ICJ) SEMI- 
ANNUAL REVIEW, RELEASED IN GENEVA JULY 25, CONTAINS AN 
ARTICLE ON PRISON CONDITIONS IN INDONESIA BASED ON A 
LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RED CROSS (ICRC) REPORTEDLY WRITTEN BY A POLITICAL 
PRISONER AND SMUGGLED OUT OF JAIL. REVIEW ARTICLE 
STATES LETTER WAS DATED JANUARY 1, 1977, AND WAS NOT 
RPT NOT OBTAINED BY ICJ FROM ICRC. ARTICLE STATES 
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ICJ IS CONVINCED OF GENUINENESS OF LETTER AND "GENERAL 
RELIABILITY" OF CONTENTS. 

2. ARTICLE QUOTES LETTER AS CHARGING THAT 15,000 
PRISONERS HAVE DIED FROM MALNUTRITION, IN NORTH SUMATRA 
AND SURABAYA JAILS (TIME PERIOD NOT SPECIFIED), THAT 

90 PERCENT OF PRISONERS IN INDONESIA HAVE BEEN TORTURED 
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OR MALTREATED, THAT MANY PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM 
SALEMBA AND OTHER PRISONS PRIOR TO ICRC INSPECTION 
(PRESUMABLY IN 1976) BECAUSE IT WAS FEARED THEY WOULD 
REVEAL CONDITIONS, AND THAT FIGURES GIVEN OF PAST 
PRISONER RELEASES ARE FALSE. FULL TEXT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

3. WILLIAM BUTLER, NEW YORK-BASED CHAIRMAN OF ICJ 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, HAS INFORMED DEPT THAT ARTICLE DOES 
NOT ACCORD WITH HIS IMPRESSIONS OF CONDITIONS IN INDO- 
NESIA BUT ASSUMES THAT ICJ EXPERT FOLLOWING INDONESIA 
MUST HAVE APPROVED ARTICLE PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. BUTLER 
CHECKING INTO CIRCUMSTANCES OF PUBLICATION AND BACKGROUND 
OF ARTICLE. 

4. BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER, VISITING EA/TIMBS AT TIME 

OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH BUTLER, ASKS THAT EMBASSY 
PASS COPY OF TEXT TO BRITISH EMBASSY JAKARTA. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR JAKARTA: REQUEST EMBASSY'S 
EVAULATION OF CHARGES IN REVIEW ARTICLE. 

6. FOR GENEVA: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU 
CAN DEVELOP ON HOW ICJ REACHED JUDGMENT ON "GENERAL 
RELIABILITY" OF CONTENTS OF REPORTED LETTER. VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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